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Pastorôs Report 
 

 2012 has been a rollercoaster year. Not so much for the church, thank good-
ness, but certainly for me. Itôs a testament to Godôs Grace and the strength of the lay 
leadership at New Light that the church has kept an even keel over the year.  I truly 
thank God for the pastoral team, the board, the steering committee, and those dedi-
cated individuals who have seen it as their role to ensure that New Light continue to be 
a place of safety and spiritual nurturing - especially when I have been either physically 
or emotionally absent. 
 
 I spent the first three months of 2011 on sabbatical. Itôs during this period that I 
think the church went through some of its major 
changes. The Deacons became the sole pastoral re-
source in the church and grew in ways that have awed 
me. As I stepped out of the picture the board became 
the sole business leaders of the church and provided 
a secure foundation for the day to day running of the 
church. The Steering committee oversaw the transi-
tion during my sabbatical and were pleased to note 
that church life changed little, if any, without me. Yes, 
there were visiting preachers, but the best preachers 
were from our own Preachers circle; Drew Catrow, 
Harry Brubaker, and Colleen Foley, who preached the Word with integrity and Spirit.  
 
 My first month on sabbatical was simply a crash after the Christmas celebra-
tions and getting everything prepared before I left. I remember that I finally got every-
thing done 11:45pm on new yearôs eve! I rested most of the first few weeks nursing the 
flu. The second and third months flashed by as I remodeled the bathroom, learned a 
little piano, wrote some news articles, outlined a book, and then caught up with some 
long overdue reading. Before I knew it I was back, and as proud as could be that New 
Light MCC was truly church in its own right, able to be a healthy Spirit filled and Christ 
centered church with or without its pastor. 
 
 Of course Iôd forgotten that January, February, and March hold other duties be-
sides the obvious, and realized that the usual preparations I make for the church year 
during this period had been overlooked. The next few weeks were a whirlwind as I not 
only caught up with church members and friends but planned the events of Easter 
week, Pride month, and also sadly a funeral for Sandy Auch ï mother of long time 
member Karla Auch.   
 
 Easter week began with a special LGBT celebration service at the Shepherds-
town Presbyterian church where local youngsters sang and acted in celebration of their  



becoming a óWelcoming and affirmingô church. Our Mid-week 
blessing service, Seder, Good Friday walk and service, and 
Easter service were all well attended and Spirit filled. There were 
over 80 at our Easter service, proof positive that we need to 
enlarge our worship space. 
 
 At the beginning of May some of us from New Light at-
tended the Network meeting in Richmond, Virginia. The following 
week my mother, cousin, sister and husband came from the UK 
for a 10 day visit. It was wonderful to spend time with them all, 
and especially valuable in hindsight as we were to soon learn that 
mum was becoming seriously ill. 
 
 Just a day after my family left for home Chris, Rebecca, 
and I attended the PAD (People of African Descent) conference 

in Washington DC, and I then attended the HRC clergy call and lobbied on óthe hillô in 
Washington DC. I spoke with various legislators (not all friendly) and hopefully made a 
good case for LGBT equality in this nation, and especially in Maryland.  Was great to 
meet with clergy from all over the country, some of them my personal heroes, and 
stand side by side with them in the fight for equality. 
 
 To begin PRIDE month in June we held our annual pride service at óThe Lodgeô 
nightclub and bar. There were some who were deeply offended that I should choose to 
hold a worship service in a bar, yet there were almost 100 present, including some who 
would never normally set foot in a church.  The choir sang beautifully, Drag queens 
read the scriptures for us, and City Councilwoman Ashley Haywood read the Presiden-
tial Proclamation for LGBT Pride month. The service was a wonderful outreach and I 
hope we can do the same against next year. Itôs not comfortable following in Jesusô 
footsteps, but I believe that we should follow his lead. I suspect he was not always 
comfortable going to where the people who needed him were, especially when he vis-
ited some of the least socially acceptable 
places of his time. Itôs difficult to step out of our 
comfort zones too, but I believe that  we should 
occasionally do the same and follow his exam-
ple. 
 
 The following weekend Chris and I met 
with other New Light members and friends to 
walk in the Washington DC Capital Pride 
march, and then throughout the following morn-
ing I served communion at the MCC tent on the 
mall.   



 
 In July my father passed away and I travelled to England to be with the family 
as we made funeral arrangements and mourned together. It was an especially difficult 
event as my father had taken his own life. I was once again reminded of how mental 
illness and fundamentalist religion can both destroy lives in equal measure. I had been 

back in Hagerstown just a few weeks when my 
mother was diagnosed with Pancreatic cancer. At 
first we thought it would be possible to operate 
and remove the tumor, but tests revealed other 
health issues that ruled out surgery and the fam-
ily were left with a terminal diagnosis. During this 
time I also lost a friend with whom I was espe-
cially close in my youth to a heart attack, and 
then learned of the suicide of another friend with 
whom I was close when we were neighbors in 
London;  and so it has often seemed to be a 
summer of constant personal sadness and loss.  

 
 Fortunately there have been many blessings. Although I was not able to be here 
for the annual pool party and BBQ at Ruth and Rosalieôs home, I was able to be here 
for the pet blessing service and BBQ, which was lots of fun. Thirty people and fifteen 
dogs, and the only incident was when one participant ran out of antihistamine! 
 
 I was also privileged to officiate at the wedding of Marykate and Cevyn, as well 
as the wedding of Chuck and Tim. The former was a quiet garden affair with a lovely 
family led BBQ afterwards, and the latter a full church wedding with a traditional recep-
tion afterwards. They were equally wonderful events to be a part of. I was also privi-
leged to baptize Howard Dunn, as 
well as witness many new church 
members joining our community 
throughout the year. 
 
 In October New Light hosted 
the Eastern Regionôs Network Gath-
ering. Thanks to Colleen Foley, Mau-
rice Santiago, David Brechbiel, and a 
host of volunteers it was a wonderful 
weekend!  Kristy Pottol came in to 
bring us a workshop on Dealing with 
difficult people, whilst Rev. Elder 
Diane Fisher gave us an overview of 
the stewardship summits that are tak-


